PERFECT FOR A GIRLFRIENDS® GETAWAY

BY VALERIE MUTTON

The fifle is not an oxymoron.
Buffalo, New York., has panache.
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top left The Albright-Knox Art Gallery in
Buffalo, NLY, enjoys a worldwide repu-
tation as an outstanding centre of mod-
em arl Courtesy Buffaly Niagars Convantion
& Visitors Burway | top right: A ar
orchid show and sale s BVETY
February at the Buffalo and Erie County
Botanical Gardens. Vslans Mumon

any vears of cross-
border trips from
Southern Onrario
to  Buffalo had
followed a pre-
dictable pattern of suburban shopping,
but for this trip, | wanted to get out of
the malls and explore whar else Buffalo
had to offer. I learned that Buffalo is a
cosmopolitan city with great theatre,
trendy shopping streerts, historic build-
ings, and a perfect place for a girlfriends’
weekend getaway,

Our firse StOp On our girls’ weekend
was to check in at the centrally locared
Downtown Buffalo Hampton Inn &
Suites on Delaware Avenue, a quiet,
spacious and impeccably clean horel
with an indoor pool and a well-main-
rained pym. A continental breakfase is
served daily on the second floor
Restaurant choices include Papava,
with stvlish décor and a Southeast

Asian menu, and the intriguingly

named Chocolate Bar, a dessert bar
where you can order a martini and a
chocolate fondue. Frankly, it would
have been quite casy to stay put at the
hotel, but Butfalo awaited us.

Historic landmarks

For something a little out of the ordinary,
consider a drive to the Roveroft Inn and
Campus in East Avrora, a scant half-
hour drive from Buffalo. Our tour guide,
Tom, shared the history of the inn.












